
This area contains the world’s largest known undeveloped deposits of copper, nickel,
cobalt and platinum group metals, in addition to significant helium resources.

The study that led to the enactment of the withdrawal was deeply flawed and did not take
into account any of the available scientific data on the region or the proposed mining
projects in the area.

Removing the withdrawal does not remove environmental protections. Minnesota already
has some of the world’s most stringent environmental and labor standards. 

Our existing science and law-based regulatory framework ensures any mining project is
thoroughly reviewed and meets those standards before permits are issued.

Removing the withdrawal does not mean mining begins. Any proposed project must go
through the years-long, multi-agency environmental review before construction can start.

The nearby Boundary Waters Canoe Area (BWCA) is already highly protected. Mining is
prohibited in the BWCA and surrounding buffer zones, and Minnesota laws prohibit any
activity from degrading the BWCA’s water quality.

Critical minerals are vital for every aspect of our modern lives, and reliable access to them
is imperative for achieving our goals of energy independence, creating jobs, bolstering
defense, bringing manufacturing home, and reducing our reliance on adversarial nations
for these materials. 

Modern domestic mining is a far cry from mines of the past. Modern mining is surgical,
highly innovative and environmentally sound. 

THIS DETRIMENTAL ACTION MUST BE OVERTURNED BECAUSE:

GET THE FACTS.

BOTTOM LINE: Taking responsibility for producing the minerals we need every day 
means we have control over making sure mining is done right – under the highest 
standards and with accountability. We do not have that guarantee when 
we import these materials from elsewhere in the world. 

MINING BAN 
REMOVAL
A federal mining ban, called a “mineral withdrawal” was enacted in 2023 across 225,000
acres of federal lands in northeast Minnesota. It prevented multiple companies that are
pursuing responsible development of these resources from moving forward, in addition
to locking out any future exploration and mining in the region for 20 years.  


